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From the Chair

On Friday evening, 16 November, Mike Chrisp, aibgdlohn West, and supported
by Adrian, provided a first class tribute to Fradéll, in the presence of Margaret
Dell and her family and friends. The theme oféwening was of course Frank him-
self. Frank, whilst he was Chairman (1999 - 2002) provided a lot of stories

about his earlier days and his working life in 6lsairman’s notes. Mike used these
notes as a background to his tribute, intersperiagstories with videos produced
by John. It was a most worthwhile and entertairengning, and our thanks go to
Mike and John for their efforts, and to Frank fooypding the material!!

The last event of the summer running season wamwufse the Halloween event
which turned out to be a well supported event. thanks to Rachael and Owen,
who organised the evening, Peter MacDonald forlitftrging and to all members
who supported in any way - drivers, stewards, aratic workers.

The Halloween event was discussed at the Counciétifg on Monday, 5

November, when concern was expressed at the ssseiys and liabilities of such a
large event held in darkness. The future and/omdb of any future Halloween
event will be discussed more fully at the Januasyr€il Meeting.

The Alexandra Palace Model Engineering Exhibitioh e taking place on 18-20
January, at which the Society will again be havagtand. | have asked lan
Johnston to be in charge of the management of tdred.s lan will be directly
supported by Mike Chrisp and me, especially asdamesently away on holiday.

The Society Gala Weekend is now fixed for 28/29eJuand | have asked Peter
Davies and Jim MacDonald to be in charge of theagament of the weekend.
Already they have arranged a small management wédanare involved in the initial
planning of the features for the event.

As we all read in the November News Sheet, Adris drecided to stand down from
Locomotive Section Leader. A new Leader will becetd at the December
Locomotive Section Meeting. | thank Adrian for lefforts in leading the Section
over the past three years and hope that he witlyemjore time with the Ground
Railway team.

Now to a more serious matter: that of the legimhatconcerning children and
vulnerable persons. The Safeguarding Vulnerableu@ Act received Royal
Assent in November 2006 and is likely to be fuliyplemented sometime in 2008.
As this Act presently stands, it is likely to haae impact on hobby clubs and
societies where young or vulnerable people arehedo If | have understood the
Act correctly, its implication could affect us alLet me give an example.

| can take my children and grandchildren to Colikath on a non-public day to
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use my electric Class 08 loco. (That's OK). disk a member to bring his steam loco
to join us, he must have CRB (Criminal Records Bujeclearance to be associated
with my grandchildren. If another member attenddn€y Heath on the same day to
use his loco, and he is not CRB cleared, my famiuld have to leave. Now apply
that scenario to a Sunday afternoon public runniAi.members present, or helping
to run the afternoon, would have to be CRB clea®they are in contact with chil-
dren and vulnerable persons. This implies thaSattiety members must be CRB
cleared at a cost to the Society of say £10.0(bpeson ~ £2000.00 total. | urge you
all to write to your MPs to lobby them over thefidiflties perceived within the im-
plementation of the Act. Societies and Clubs dreself-regulating and will have
procedures in place to deal with situations as #rese, without matters being so con-
strained as to jeopardise the future enjoymentuofhmbby. All societies and clubs
need to recruit new members, particularly yo@ogior) members who need to be
safeguarded by a commonsense approach. This nsatterent and is being taken up
by societies and clubs across the whole country.

David Harris

Stop Press - Vandalism at HQ

Our HQ at Finchley has been the subject of an latta
vandals sometime during the last two months, wiial
involved removal of all the lead flashing. This hasulted
in a hole in the flat roof above the OO Sectionmaand the
old library and hence water getting into those paft the
building.

The damage has been investigated, and the Socikbty
putting repairs in hand as soon as it can.

Cover picture:

Patrick Stirling’s single, No.1, designed for thee@ Northern Railway, in steam at
Loughborough on the Great Central Railway, on 6dbdmer 1981.

Photo: Nick Rudoe
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Committee Meeting News

Council meeting, 8 October 2007

The NLSME has been formally invited to attend theAtbans S.M.E exhibition
2008 (27/8 September) and also the Hertingfordieteyon 21 June 2008 .

Enough small coal is available for the remaindethef season. Lawrie Steers will
get 6 bags of large coal for the Ground Level Rayiw
The issue of the steaming bays will be discussédeaiext loco section meeting.

Council agreement was given to change the watibreippond over the winter period.
The Ground Level Railway team have commenced ma¥iadpardcore.

Rachael Chapman reported that all 2007 birthdatigzsahave now been held and
thanks to all those who have helped support them.

Mike Hodgson reported that he was no longer abtgganise exhibitions. A vote of
thanks for his hard work was given.

Mike Chrisp reported there is growing concern althet possible changes to the
Child Protection legislation.

Tyttenhanger Site Committee meeting, 22 October 200

There was some discussion about the proposal®puifd by Chris Vousden at the

last loco meeting, concerning the development énstieaming bay area. This was to
have a common steaming bay for all gauges of greumitlraised track and a siding
long enough to assemble a complete train on tleedarack. Its impact on future

work in the area was considered, such as the rsiled, steaming bays and work-
shop. A survey of the area and proposals will bdenia the future.

Work is progressing on the new deviation for thésBa Track and details are being
finalised.

Work on the Ground Level Railway has started aly &aturdays and Sunday
mornings, throughout the winter.

Brian Baker and Peter Funk represented the Soaietlge Midlands Model Engi-
neering Exhibition, where they attended for thragsdwith a traction engine.

Council meeting, 5 November 2007

It was reported that Chris Hogg has recently paasety and a letter of condolence
has been sent to the family.
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Chingford SME have invited the Society to attengt@sentation by Polly Engineer-
ing on their locomotives and designs orl' Nbvember 2007.

David Harris has received a card from Mrs Dell #iag the society for their
contribution to the RSPCA in Frank’s memory.

David Harris expressed his thanks to all those neemmvolved in the Halloween
event. It was a good event, but some concerns éaa éxpressed about the number
of people on site and the safety issues surrourtdisgThe Council was asked if this
event was still wanted for next year, and if sogethler or not it should be open to
public attendance.

The Society has received a letter inviting us ® $fouth West Model Engineering,
Model Making and Hobbies Exhibition in Somersettbe 12" — 13" April 2008.
This will take place in Shepton Mallet.

Peter Funk reported that he suspects that thema@renderneath the coach; he has
asked David Lapham to try and sort out the problem.

Laurie Steers and Donal Corcoran have obtainedpodss for the party tent/gazebo.
An order for coal will be placed with Day's in tinfer the start of next year's
running season.

Situation Vacant

The position ofLoco Section Leaderis now vacant. It wge
discussed at the last Loco Section Meeting thafptistion will be
appointed at the next meeting:-

Friday 21 December 20@Xmas get-together & chat).

Anyone who would like to fill this position can pabheir name
forward in advance of this meeting to me or Mikeri§h The
should be prepared to say a few words to the setbicupport the
request. A vote will be taken to choose the bestaraler.

We all receive so much from this wonderful Sociaty this is you
opportunity to offer something back, so do not e s

Adrian
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Unit 7 r/o 188, Crow Lane, Romford, Essex, ROES

Contact Details
TelB. 01708 7223461. 01708 341216ylob: 07831 727357
| can be contacted outside these hautecal call- 07831 727357
Or after 6mm 01708 341216.

# $%&S%"’

#

1& 23

NOTE: Ihave puta copy of MES's catalogue in the Coadhthe table.
In his catalogue, Peter Stallard quotes the follgwpening times:-

Wednesday ......... pm

Thursday .......... 8.00am — 3.30pm
Friday ............. 8.00am — 3.30pm
Saturday .......... 9.00am — 12.30pm

As he runs the business on a part-time basis, altegphone before visiting,
sometimes he may be out collecting goods. If theneo answer at the busing
premises, please call his home number or mobile.

Nick Rudoe, Editor

SS
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GENERAL MEETINGS — FORTHCOMING
PROGRAMME

Our General Meetings are normally held 8-10pm atlegion Way Headquarters
in North Finchley unless stated otherwise. We uglnlve a raffle — thanks to Peter
Davies (donations of suitable prizes appreciatad)l refreshments around 9pm -
thanks to Ron Thorogood. All profits from meetirggsdirectly to club funds.

We can seat about fifty in our meeting hall. Allmigers are particularly welcome
when we have special Guest Speakers and we argsapleased to see members’
friends and family at any of our General Meetingkease call me if you have an
idea for a meeting, or if you would like to enlightand / or entertain your fellow
members. On the other hand, please also let me Knaghedule regular meetings
that you don't much like. | am very keen to see enfotk at our General Meetings
and look forward to your company.

7 DECEMBER 2007 — PRE-CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING

Notwithstanding that shops and other establishméatege been preparing for
Christmas for months, some may consider it a lfitlevious to begin our festivities
this early. However, over recent years our Decen@@mneral Meeting has become
an opportunity for members, family and friends togle and chat while enjoying a
finger buffet. Tasty titbits and liquid refreshmeof both alcoholic and non-

alcoholic varieties will be available. It will be @easure to cater for our Ron who
will be able to take the evening off and enjoy hating to brew up for the rest of
us! | hope to arrange something to entertain, arandeeducate during this informal
evening that will conclude our programme of Gendtaktings for 2007.

LOOKING AHEAD

4 January 2008 Members’ Workshops — Presentation bur Video Team
1 February 2008  Forum: Workshop Topics
7 March 2008 Frank Banfield: Archive Films

4 April 2008 Keith Hale (CuP Alloys): Silver Soldeing

? May 2008 Annual General Meeting

6 June 2008 Tim Coles: Model Gas Turbine Locomoter
4 July 2008 Working Models: Our Models in Operatio

1 August 2008 Noel Shelley: Sand Casting (Talk)

5 September 2008 Noel Shelley: Sand Casting (Demstration)
3 October 2008 On the Table: Work in Progress

7 November 2008 Owen Chapman: Out and About

5 December 2008  Pre-Christmas Social Evening

(continued over page)
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General Meetings - 2008 Programme (continued)

4 JANUARY 2008 - MEMBERS’ WORKSHOPS

Stalwart video movie makers Dave Lawrence and Mbkeer have been visiting
members’ workshops armed with their camcorder aimophone. Interviews have
been conducted, films are in the can and the ehalte been edited for presentation
in this, our first meeting of 2008.

Members whose workshops have been recorded foemigsinclude Bert Mead,
Dave Lawrence, lan Johnston, Peter Funk, Mike Fangrony Dunbar and Mike
Chrisp. It is anticipated that the evening willl fato sections featuring the filmed
interviews followed by discussion prompted by whas been seen on screen. It
promises to be a fascinating revelation and maynptamther members to invite our
intrepid video film makers into their own workshbps

1 FEBRUARY 2008 — WORKSHOP TOPICS
Following our traditional forum format, this evegirhas been set aside for a
discussion of workshop matters relevant to modglireering and as introduced by

those present. Bring along your workshop problemsemeone’s bound to come up
with at least one solution!

7 MARCH 2008 — ARCHIVE FILM EVENING
Several years have elapsed since we welcomed Bamfield to Finchley with his

16mm film projector and a selection from his cdilec of archive ciné films. High
time we repeated the pleasure, tonight’s the night!

Mike Chrisp

SITE MANAGER'S REPORT
END-NOVEMBER UPDATE

1. The Car Park remains our biggest problem. Effearlier in the year have not
resolved the difficulties. Large puddles or deepldy areas remainO/S

2. Untidy areas at the entrance to the dieHAND
3. The small shed window needs repairi@JTSTANDING

4. The ex steam roller shed needs rep@d TSTANDING
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5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

The barge board at the rear of the workshopsiemalacing. OUTSTANDING
The concrete steaming bays need totally renewildDER REVIEW
Storage for coal needs to be providetNDER REVIEW

The drive-way to the station has poor draind@e TSTANDING

The Fire Extinguishers are out of dats.HAND

Food package rubbish adjacent to the statiedseollecting and removing.
CLEARED

Old plastic tables and chairs are still in use.

Roof felting between coach and station cangmears to be leakingO BE
REPAIRED MF

Damage to station canopy felting in severatggaTO BE REPAIRED MF
Untidy signal cabinIN HAND

Apple and crab apple trees need pruning of ndadgerous dead wood.
COMPLETE

Bonfire rubbish adjacent to Garden Railway sdede cleared up.
COMPLETE

Area behind tunnel needs clearing dit.HAND

General thinning out of saplings. These anegdly less than 5 years old and are
self setters OUTSTANDING

The planting of bushes along the new fence dvarhove the starkness of the
wire fence. OUTSTANDING

The new land needs generally clearing of wilthgh. WILL BE CLEARED
BEFORE EASTER 2008

Boundary trees need a major trimming and ayttack as their branches are
touching the groundOUTSTANDING

Undergrowth around Dingley Dell needs cuttiagko OUTSTANDING
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23. Too much general rubbish behind coach - a gteat out is requiredO/S

24. General untidiness adjacent to workshop/coatain all sidesO/S

25. Dead tree adjacent to roller shed - shoulcebewed for safetyIN HAND
26. Flooring of coach needs recoverif@UTSTANDING

27. Repair to tunnel shed door. In hand by P Bramah N BonelN HAND
28. Permanent light at side of toilet block needidk

29. Grass areas adjacent to station need re-segdlisgslabs.TO BE LEFT
UNTIL SPRING

30. Paving stones for Tom’'s se@UTSTANDING
D Harris

Stolen Locos

| would like to infform NLSME members of two 5in. gauge locos that were
stolen on 30th October, from my garage in south Oxfordshire. Simply to
make you aware of them should you come across them.
They are:-
Part-built Speedy, a running chassis with smokebox and an incomplete
copper boiler, which may have been separated from the frames. This is
of particular sentimentality as it is an ongoing project of my father’s and
has been since | was young.

GWR 45xx Class 2-6-2 tank loco, an older model with some paint
missing from the tanks, but complete and runs on air. This was bought at
auction earlier this year.

If you have any information about these engines, please contact me by
phone or email — details below.

I am a member of the City of Oxford Society of Model Engineers.
The police have been informed.

Many thanks,

Stephen John
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To the Editor: LetterS Page

Dear Nick,

On Friday evening | had the good fortune to attar@klebration of the life of Frank
Dell at Headquarters The meeting was managed by Adrian and material was
presented by our own Mike Chrisp and John Westhn Jmanaged the excellent
visuals and Mike the written material. I'm suretthyou will find very adequate
reports elsewhere in this first-rate journal. Miksed the Thoughts of Chairman
Dell' as the core of his presentation. These weredtesrihat Frank dished out each
month for theNews Sheetthey were all very entertaining and original. dtwith
reference to his ultimate ‘Thoughts’ that | wishréder.

Frank made the remark that he felt that three y@asstoo long to serve as Chairman.
He thought that two years was the maximum that@imgirman should be in office. |
think he said that after two years the aspiratibas were present at the start had gone
stale and the post lacked lustre.

With respect for Frank Dell | would like to propoeat we should consider that no
one in the Society should be in any post for mbam ttwo years except for perhaps the
editor, treasurer and secretary where continuitgiy important.

A one or two year cycle will bring with it many aaiwages namely:-

a. Members elected will know that they will notthere for life.

b. The new incumbents will be able to aspire toowation in that time that they
have perhaps thought about for years.

c. Theywon't get stale or think that they areha job for life and just roll along

d. It will give many ordinary members a chance neolve themselves in the
running of the society when in normal circumstartbey would not.

e. Members who get elected and feel that they atreut out for the job will be able
to retire gracefully.

f.  The Society will in the fullness of time have amgst its ranks many past officers
who have given time to the Club in return for dktgood things they have
gained from it in the past.

g. A short term membership will prevent a ‘CollegfeCardinals’ evolving where
long time served officers form a clique who willvieays know what is best’ for
the Club to the exclusion of other reasonable sstgyes.

If there could be a ‘career’ progression say froouil Member upwards then the
seniors, when elected would have experience opthtocol and maintenance of the
Society. Such a system would bring much greatdicgzation in the running of the
Club, soall members would need to be prepared to play théeiripghe responsibility
of pushing forward this great organisation.

lan Johnston
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The November Loco Section Meeting
by Roger Bell

The evening was a celebration of our friend, menagl ex Chairman, Frank Dell.
Mike Chrisp opened the meeting with a special waledao his family who had
travelled some distance to be with us. The eveming to be an introduction by
Adrian followed by quotations from his life from meries and News Sheets from
his time as Chairman, and videos of him provideddiyn West.

Adrian spoke of his
dear friend Frank;
they enjoyed a good
rapport together, and
Frank was so nice to
young people. He took
Adrian’s son lan un-
der his wing and they
went to many traction
engine rallies together
y along with  Sam
Skuse.

| We watched a video
of him driving his
Midland Compound
with an ‘Eric
Morecambe’ look
about him at the track.
During Frank’s three
year term as Chairman
he wrote the Words (or Thoughts) of Chairman Delthe June 1998 edition he asks
why he volunteered, ‘I must be mad’ he wrote. H®délt that he had taken so much
out of the Society, the friendships and the comnmierest of steam, interesting
meetings and all the other facets of club life tteshould put something back.

Another video of him at a rally with his Wallace &evens roller ‘Lillian’ captured
him, fag in mouth, building up the fire, and sigfiin the driving seat was a very
attentive young lad watching Frank’s every move.rdland more coal was being
placed in the firebox. At this point in the meegtithe door was opened into the tea
area; it was absolutely full of steam as the urd hearly boiled dry, yes; Frank has
certainly raised the steam pressure. At anothr wath John Squire he was lying
back against the wheel of a tractor, a common iposif his and took the polishing
rag from a helper, folded it up properly and handdzhck; further instructions were
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given by pointing with his tea cup.

His ‘Thoughts’ also recalled a happy
time when working on the bench many
years ago, an extra tea break was
allowed on overtime at 6pm. A tea lady
came round with her trolley, sometimes
with dripping toast, absolutely delicious
with a little salt. On one occasion in the
stampede to gain a slice one chap was
knocked over and trampled on, fractur-
ing his left leg. They finished their toast

and then rung down to the surgery;
such was the power of dripping toast.
Happy days!

John recalled his eye for antiques:

whilst at a steam rally, Frank bought six

porcelain figures; back at the roller he

thought they were worth more so he

went back and bought some more. Then
sent John back to buy the rest, he man-
aged to sell them on at Bermondsey
Market for a profit.

Another report as he wrote it from the May 200Giedi-

“Well it's all down to experience, | tell them. Wé first got married | rented a
basement flat in Lyonsdown Road in Barnet. | hapap £250.00 key money but as
the rent was only 19s 6d it didn't seem too bad.riféeed into the flat in August.
The house was mid Victorian and divided into fldtise rooms were enormous, like
aircraft hangers, and as autumn approached we fthendne-bar electric fire was
not enough. We tried a three-bar - still no good.

At the time all-night burners were the "in thingd'm not talking about all-night
burners that fitted into your existing grate, buoeef standing vitreous enamel
monsters with double doors and a handle with wi@an could riddle the fire bars. |
thought this would be the answer to our problemweler, the going rate was
£65.00 - way beyond my means. After much searchif@und a firm in South
London who sold reconditioned ones and | boughtfon£11.00. My friend had an
old Ford Thames van and we went over and pickeg.ifit must have weighed the
best part of 3cwt but we managed to get it. leditin the fireplace opening very well
and | sealed all round the outside with Pyrumadament.

The layout of the flat was like this: A lounge witdoor leading into a long hall.
Opposite the lounge door on the opposite side el was, at one time a wine
cellar with brick floor, ideal for storing coal. €two doors lined up. This was a
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great asset as you will see.

Being a basement flat the chimney was over 75fh g a good draught was
assured. | had 5cwt of good coal delivered andgitAfter 15 minutes the room was
warm; after 30 minutes the room was hot. After tdatvindows were fully opened.
In between times | was shovelling coal like a stoe the Titanic. | stripped off
down to my vest. The position of the door to themcand the door to the coal cellar
meant | had a clear run through to the fire. | beeauite fit and muscular. The 5cwt
of coal went within a week. Two shovels at the hawlo each side and one at the
front was my technique.

We sat there one night, me exhausted after a platig heavy spell of stoking with
the light off and | looked at the fire and it waswing a dull red! All the other flats
above us remarked how much warmer it was afteragenmoved in.

As the chimney ran through all the flats | was givthem a simple form of central
heating. | got through that winter, which was ayveold one, a much fitter but
poorer man. The problem solved itself as the owafiéne house was not supposed to
sub-let and we were all thrown out. So if you wemtearn how to fire up, get your-
self a free standing all-night burner and you'ltbme an expert.”

Video followed of him on his steam boat/6odbiné on the river Nene with John
West at the helm as engineer. Another of drivirigca on ground level at the Van
Hagues garden centre.

To quote a little from the start of his August 198@ort:-

“As | warned you early last year, | am going td yelu about the time when | was a
member of a South East London Trolley gang wheras about 10 years old. We
lived in a very poor part of SE London, in a vegop street, and the further down
the street you lived, the poorer you were; we livethe last house. We were so poor
we had to borrow rubbish from next door for whea tlustman called, so of course,
a bike was out of the question; my cousin Roy haderhimself a trolley....... ?

He goes on to say, continuing in his witty styleo@bhow he built a trolley,
‘although | enjoyed being a pusher, it was nothimghpared to owning your own
trolley.’

The Last Thoughts of the Chairman were in May 289d he wrote:-

“At last my three-year term as chairman is commmg tlose. When | was elected the
Club needed someone who was a born leader, positiseghtful and full of good
ideas as well as being very good looking. As thmyid not find anyone to fit the bill
they accepted me. | have given the Club three yafadynamic inertia which | am
very good at as I've had years of practise. Selyplisvould like to thank everyone,
the Council and its officers and Section Leadersafbthe hard work they have put
in. Several Societies are putting forward new ruksgarding holding positions of
office. Some limit holding office to two years andt being able to reapply for at
least a year. This has long been a hobby-horsard.mfeel that two years is quite
long enough for anyone. Any member no matter wigpbsition does himself and
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the Club no service by continuing in office for gmm. After two years ideas run out,
enthusiasm wanes and the rest of the Society ¢lt #ad do nothing, as they feel old
Fred or Harry will continue for years to come. Wased new blood to keep up the im-
petus. Having said this | myself am not a good eplan stayed one year too long —
some people might say three years too long! Howtheend is nigh. | wish everyone
the very best and thank you all for putting up with for the last three years.”

John West concluded that the first time he met lveass at the track and he would not
have had the many and pleasurable experiencestlowenany years without Frank,
Margaret and his daughter

Francine. He raised his arms

and thanked Frank and hoped

that he was looking down

upon us all.

To read more of “"Thoughts
of Chairman Dell' have a
look at the News Sheets on
line at http://
www.nlsme.co.uk/
Newsletters.asp Look for
the period June 1998 to May
2001, for those that have kept
them, many have a red cover,
not from the Chairman’s
political leanings but fron
his favourite colour, and tt
colour of a first motorcycle, but that is anoth&his stories. A talk he gave on his life
at Watson’s is also recorded in a Tyttenhanger tBaze

Frank in ‘Rally Mode’

We all have our personal memories of Frank; | rebema photo taken at a rally in
the News Sheet, Frank was in his usual posititimgiteaning back on the wheel of an
engine somewhat dirty with the work and grime oinfy, this time fast asleep, the
caption read ‘Frank Dell in rally mode.’

Another was whilst having afternoon tea at Harrddshamed Al Fayed actually
asked Frank if there was anything that he coulchgaet Frank replied ‘I have every-
thing in the world a man could wish for’.

What a great guy.
Adrian reminded us that he is standing down as |S®ection Leader. We have a vol-

unteer to take over, but in case anyone else wanpsit his name forward we will
leave it a month until the December meeting and kol election then.
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G.L.R News Update
November 07

It's official "' The G.L. crew are definitely nand the bend.

Once again | am amazed at the amount of work ajreallieved by my intrepid
team in the first few weeks on the G L R phase &kwdt seems as soon as a trench
is dug it is shuttered up and backfilled with hamdcand MOT; approximately 30
metres are now ready for the final tamp, we haggibéo dig the deepest part of the
first cutting and o’ boy is the ground hard! Beimgde up from compressed hard-
core infill and ballast, the use of Lawrence Stegigger and dumper is invaluable
(we owe him); this plant must take the place ofetiazof men and doesn’t stop for
tea.

A new position has been made and filled by Mr RidHgayne who is now responsi-
ble for the installation and upgrading of the cantors’ line which utilises the G.L

portable track and runs parallel to the trench dpeing. It serves to carry materials
from the car park in the truck that was purposeiitlior the job, and is earning its

keep transporting up to ¥ of a ton of MOT whe ful

Mr Peter Brewster has surveyed the area aroungdhd and toilet block with a

view to making the points to enable continual ragraround the hump and back to
the cuckoo ling, including crossovers in case iddetrains to allow us to run round.

Mr Allan Marshall showed me a lovely crafted padsiétch he had made; this was
to be fixed on the new welded track as a test, ianwehs then that a discussion
started: the result being that it may be possiblesdlate sections of the all-welded
track and switch the signals similar to the raigadk. This will be discussed fur-

ther at the next track meet.

| have finally managed to set the G.L.R budget®B8&0. This was presented to the
council and approved by all present at the lasttimge It is at this point that |
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would like to thank the council and all club mentbéor allowing us to continue
spending on this considerable project; the endltresll be a great asset to the
N.L.S.M.E and will serve us for many years to come.

It is my pleasure to announce that four club memtbetve expressed a desire to
invest some of their own money in the G.L.R proputl a fifth, namely doggy Dave,
has already opened a B O C account for us in hiserend has supplied the welders
with a large bottle of argon to get us going ( wihe Diamond Geezer ). | just
knew when | first met Dave he was an ok guy, whéztds me on to the rest of you
steam nuts. If there are any gentlemen amongstwmufeel you would like to be
parted with some of your hard cash to help the esaplease let me know a.s.a.p. |
have compiled a list of donors and would love tal 4ol it. | can only draw one
conclusion from this outbreak of generosity and thahat you like what you see and
hope to ease our project on. The G.L.R crew anidl Hevour best to make it happen.

Sincerely yours,
P Funk G. L. R section leader.

HOT NEWS. As of today, 22 Nov, the steel for track construction was delidere
many thanks to Brian, Adrian, Dave and Mike folaifling the lorry.

The November General Meeting
by OMAH

Chairman Dave being unable to make the meetinge Mikrisp had some announce-
ments in his stead. We had received a note fromember of the City of Oxford
Society to say that he had two locos stolen. Pleasethe panel on page 10 of this
issue. Mike had recently been to Tilgear and hadecaway with two boxfuls of
catalogues; anyone requiring one please contaat.Mik

Some members will remember Chris Hogg, who moved to
Yorkshire. His brother Angus had written to saytt@aris had
died in his sleep from a massive heart attack d§edVe stood

for a few moments in silence as a mark of respect.

Our subject for the evening was work in progress there was
quite a good selection on the table. First up wetsrFFunk with
the frames of his 7% in. version of an American dvbarner,
similar to his 3% in. ‘Virginia’. So far he had Ireable to get
the materials at a reasonable price, until heestaldoking at
castings; the driving wheels were of the order ifiEeach and
the cylinders would need a second mortgage. Heatvtee Har-
rogate exhibition for the whole show in companyhwirian
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Baker, and had ample opportunity to look round; tvedpful events happened. On
the Wolverhampton Club stand was the identical land displayed with it was a
wheel pattern. He left a message for the buildennJBoydon, who phoned later,
apologising for not having got back to him, ancecftl to take the pattern to a local
foundry and get a quote. Peter thought that thisavgreat example of the camarade-
rie of model engineers. The other thing was, haemgsidered making the cylinders
from solid he needed a largish chunk of cast inoth slike Chrisp suggested asking
College Engineering. The proprietor said he couidgbin a piece the following day,
which he did, thus giving Peter another exampléapfulness. He happened to be
talking to Peter Badger one Friday about the arnaking springs since he needed
some for the axles. “You don’t want to make sprimgsponded Peter and proved it
by giving him a custom made set the following Syhdére you beginning to get
the feeling that some people are a bhit ‘jammy'ma The front section of the ‘bar
frame’, which looks incredibly slender, was weldedthe rear section which is of
normal height to accommodate the axle boxes.

He recently bought an Omnimill from Tim Bittlestarhich is quite substantial and
is making life a lot easier for the larger compdsetUsing a tip acquired from Les
Brimson, Peter bored the axle holes in the boxeshaving turned a suitably sized
spigot he was able to mount it on the mill withhwihe axlebox pushed on at right
angles to the table. Having used packing and ahgckie top of the box to be paral-
lel to the table he could machine the correct arhoffrand then, having rotating it
180 degrees when resting on the table it was adicelg in the right position to
machine the opposite end. Similarly, he was théa tbrepeat the exercise for the
sides of the box to machine the slots for the Horib He was justly pleased with
himself for the success of this method and hadyedjcarrying it out.

lan Johnston is doing a history of the
minelayer Agamemnon which was one of
five busy laying mines in 1940 with the

object of laying a minefield from the Ork-

neys to Norway, quite a task. Since Nor-
way was overrun by the Germans before
we got there, we had to go to plan B,
which was to alter the route from Orkney
to the Faroes then on to Iceland, requiring
a lot more mines. The ships could carry in
the order of 500 mines apiece which were
mounted on a four wheel carrier which ran
on rails down the centre of the ship and
out through the stern at the rate of one

every 12 sec-

lan shows off his yacht onds! One of
the mines
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exploded just after going under severely damatuegship’s propeller, could have
been a lot worse. Eventually some 11,000 mine® d&d in two parallel rows. It
was a big undertaking but had the advantage obdisging German shipping from
using the more convenient northern route. Bimmarkmanaged to slip through but
in doing so was spotted, thus starting the pusshith ended in in her being sunk.
After the war, the minesweepers were kept busygtote a while gathering in the
deadly harvest - rather them than me! Also ontdide was a yacht complete with
RC unit from Lidl. These were on sale at their Bamwood branch for £19.99
which is pretty cheap, but lan came across onébedrech in Scotland at £9.99 which
is staggering. Unfortunately, Lidl only have thsjrecials for a short period but there
is always a chance of a repeat. It was suggesttdmh could have a Lidl/NLSME
flotilla if they are offered again so please keepryeye on Lidl.

After tea, (thankyou Ron), Bert Mead was persuddeshy a few words about his G1
Southern coach the first of a set of three to epteted. He is also starting a kit for
a GWR class 4700 2-8-0. It is assembled by a setdesngue in slot method and
comes a section at a time; Bert estimates he wifbwhen it is finished.

Mike Ruffell has completely disassembled his
‘Simplex’ for painting and had just brought a few
bits as an example of progress. One of the thiegs h
found in the process of taking it down was that he
had used the wrong material for bearings. Al-
though it is a pain to have to remake them, itlista
better than have them crumble after a short time of
running with the loco in a finished condition. Cofe

the time savers that he has used is to bring the ba
ance pipe into the bottom of the tanks via O-rings
nipped up by a suitably shaped spanner. Can't wait
to see it finished and on the track.

Dave Lapham was next up, (it was jolly good of him,
not to say risky, to come to the meeting on his-wed
ding anniversary!). Dave had bought a part-builin7¥s
‘Midge’ from E-bay but having decided it was a bit
large for a first project he found another partitbon E
-bay, this time a No 2 Railmotor, and had a bdileiit

by Paul Tompkins. He was having problems setting
the valves but found that the trouble was causeithdy
reach rod being too short; having lengthened isiby
ver soldering the valve setting was sorted. He &ad
further problem due to the boiler being % in tocafm
in diameter; he hopes to have fixed this by mgldn
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brass collar of the correct diameter to fit over boiler at the smokebox end and to
enlarge the cleading, cab, etc to suit. He is itdyt@ersistent and proficient, and |
am sure we all wish him well with the finished lo¢blis workshop is in the loft, let
us hope that nothing befalls him whilst taking ¢hha Mike thanked all those who
had participated and we responded in the usual enann

Seasons greetings to both our readers
JmR

For Sale

1. “Dore Westbury” vertical milling machine. Needldittle T.L.C.
Offers, please.

Please contacGuy Ellerby
XXX XXXXXXXKKHKKKKHKHKHXX XX XXX XXXXXXXXXKKKKKXX

2. Bridgeport milling machine with 2-axis digitadadout.

Stored in Luton.
All reasonable offers considered.

Please contachlike Atkinson
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A cabbie picks up a nun. She gets into the cabnatides that the very handsome
cab driver won't stop staring at her. She askswility he is staring. He replies: "I
have a question to ask you but | don't want tonaffgou."

She answers, " My son, you cannot offend me. Wioerre as old as | am and have
been a nun as long as | have, you get a chanee tarsl hear just about everything.
I'm sure there's nothing you could say or asklthatuld find offensive.”

"Well, I've always had a fantasy to have a nun kigs" She responds, "Well, let's
see what we can do about that: 1) You have toifgles and, 2) you must be
Catholic."

The cab driver is very excited and says, "Yes,dingle and Catholic!" "OK" the

nun says. "Pull into the next alley." The nun fidfihis fantasy with a kiss that
would make a hooker blush.

But when they get back on the road, the cab dstats crying. "My dear child,"
said the nun, why are you crying?" "Forgive me kg sinned. | lied and | must
confess, I'm married and I'm Jewish." The nun séisat's OK. My name is Kevin
and I'm going to a Halloween party."
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Dates for your Diary

Friday 7 December  8.00pm General Meeting; preaXi®ocial Evening; HQ, Legion
Way, North Finchley

Monday 10 December 8.00pm Council Meeting; HQ, bagdivay, North Finchley

Wed 12 December 8.00pm North American SectioarCiiouse, with refreshments;
HQ, Legion Way, North Finchley

Friday 21 December 8.00pm Loco Section meebdimgas get-together & chat; HQ,
Legion Way, North Finchley

Saturday 29 Dec’ber 2.00pm N American sectidereded running session; HQ,
Legion Way, North Finchley; the perfect antelto Christmas
lethargy; Come and play trains on the HO laybio experience
necessary.

Friday 4 January 2008 8.00pm General Meeting; @adanembers’ workshops; HQ,
Legion Way, North Finchley

Monday 14 January  8.00pm Council Meeting; HQibe Way, North Finchley

Friday 18 January 8.00pm Loco Section meetinggamme tba; HQ, Legion
Way, North Finchley

Friday 18 January  Deadline for copy to Editorifé-ebruary News Sheet

Fri 18 - Sun 20 Jan London Model Engineering Exhibition, Alexandra Palace
Contact lan Johnston if you want to help with tteend.

Friday 25 January 8.00pm Workshop Evening; HEgian Way, North Finchley

Monday 28 January  8.00pm Tyttenhanger Site CdreenMeeting; St Mark’s
Christian Centre, Colney Heath

Friday 1 February 8.00pm General Meeting; Fonwarkshop topics; HQ,
Legion Way, North Finchley

Monday 11 February 8.00pm Council Meeting; H@gion Way, North Finchley

Friday 15 February  8.00pm Loco Section meetimggramme tba; HQ, Legion
Way, North Finchley

Friday 22 February  8.00pm Workshop Evening; H&yion Way, North Finchley

Friday 22 February Deadline for copy to Editoof March News Sheet

Monday 25 February 8.00pm Tyttenhanger Site CitteenMeeting; St Mark'’s
Christian Centre, Colney Heath

Every Wednesday Garden Railway Section at Cdtteath (11am - 4pm); OO and
HO Model Railway Groups and Video Group at (¢®ening)

Every Thursday Slot Cars Section at HQ (evening)
Every Sunday Morning working parties at Coltimath (start 9.00am).

NB: Please remember to notify all meetings, even& exhibitions, in advance, to Owen and
Rachael Chapman, who act as Keepers of the Soci€alendar and Tyttenhanger Site
Events Co-ordinators.



